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THE ANTI-FOREIGN RIOTS IN SZCHUAN. © 


Much sympathy has been felt for the sufferers in the 
Szchuan Riots by their fellow-missionaries in Haitkow and the 
neighbouring cities, and on Friday, July 12th, a represéntative 
meeting was held, in “ The Rest, ’’ to give expression to that 
sympathy, first, in the formof a Resolution addressed to thesufferera 
themselves, and next; in a strongly worded Resolution addressed to 
the Ministers and Representatives of the Governments concerned. 

The chair was taken by the Rev. Griffith John D, D. 
A hymn having been sung, and prayer offered, the Chairman intro- 
duced the business of the meeting in the following speech :— 

This meeting has been called to consider what action we, 
as a missionary body at this centre, should take in view of the 
recent riots in the province of Szchuan. We would have met at an 
earlier date but for two reasons :— We wished to get-hold of the facts 
of the case, and of as many facts as possible. We aré not now in 
possession of all the facts, but we know enough to.justify us in calling 
this meeting, and in taking a definite action with regard to these 
outrages. We were anxious also that Dr. V. C. Hart should be 
present at our meeting, believing that his presence would contribute 
materially to the weight and value of our deliberations ; but-as he 
felt compelled to leave on Monday night, it was impossible to 
convene a meeting during his presence at Hankow. 

There are two things at least which we ought to do -at 
this meeting :— We ought to give an expression to our sympathy 


9 


aod 


with the sufferers in these riots, and with the Missions which they 
represent. We should also, I think, give a very clear and 
emphatic expression of opinion as to what ought to be done by the 
Governments whose subjects and citizens have suffered in these 
riots, Our opinion on the subject will greatly depend on the view 
we take of the relation of the officials to these outrages. I have no 
doubt in my own mind on this point. It is to my mind as clear as 
daylight that they have their origin in the anti-foreign temper and 
attitude of the Szchuan officials, and especially of the Szchuan 
Viceroy. I think these anii-foreign riots can always be traced 
to an influence from above. [+ was so in the case of the Tientsin 
Massacre, of 1870; it was so in the case ofthe Sungpu tragedy, in 
1898 ; and itis so in the case of the Szchuan outrages of this year. 

Let us look at the facts. Szchuan is one of the quietest 
of the provinces, and Chengtu has been regarded as one of 
the quietest places in Szchuan. The Szchuan people have 
been famous for their friendliness as compared with the Chinese 
of other places. During the war, the officials in Szchuan, as well 
as in all the other provinces, showed themselves perfectly able to 
protect the missionaries and their property. When the war broke 
out, niost of us feared that there might be uprisings and persecu- 
tions in the interior. But Peking sent forth its orders, to the effect 
that the foreigu missionary must be protected, aid, as a result, the 
misgivuaries and their converts enjoyed perfect peace during the 
progress of the war. The peace we enjoyed simply astonished us; 
and it has also convuueed us that the authorities can protect us when- 
ever they are inclined to do so. 

No sooner, however, does the war come to @ close than this 
terrible riot breaks out. To what shall we ascribe it? Shall we 
ascribe it to the want of ability on the part of the officials to protect 
the missionaries and their property ? 2? We cannot do that, for we 
know that they had more than an adequate force to prevent any 
riot. Besides a strong Manchu garvison, the city of Chengiu had 
several camps of soldiers. One of these camps was only a few 
hundred ‘yards from the spot where the Canadian Mission stood, 
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To suppose that the Viceroy had not the power to prevent the riots 
would be absurd. Granted that the storm burst upon him 
suddenly, and that he could do nothing the first day—which I do 
not grant at all—he could easily have made it impossible for the 
work of destruction to go on on the second and third days. The 
Viceroy had the power, but he laeked the will, 

Let me give you four facts. as illustrative of this man’s 
hostile attitude. (1) The Roman Catholic Bishop, at the commence- 
ment of the riots, appealed to him for help, but 3 in vain, He took no 
notice of the Bishop’ S communication ; he never replied to it. Re- 
member that the Bishop’s place was tvithin a stone’ s throw of the 
Viceroy’ g yamen, and that it was destroyed on the 28th, the secon 
day of the riots. The destruction went on under the Migsroy’ B eye, 
and he did nothing to prevent it. (2) When he found thata telegram 
had been sent to the British Consul at Chungking, he ordered the 
operator to run and bring it back, and to transmit no further 
messages for the missonaries. That was a cruel thing to do. (3) In 
February of the present year, he caused | io be issued a, proclamation, 
which was posted in every city and town throughout the province, 
informing the people that the missionaries had no right to procure 
property anywhere, except they first received the consent of the 
officials. This was intended to excite the people against mission: 
aries, and to check missionary operations. ( 4 ) On the 29th of May, 
the second day of the riot, he put out a vishy- washy proclamation, 
attributing the riot to the presence of foreigners on the parade 
ground, during the fruit- -throwing connected with the feast of the 
fifth day of the fifth moon, It was a wretched document, calculated 
in no way to assuage the storm, but the very reverse. The state- 

ment, relating to foreigners going out to watch the fruit- throwing, 
is false ; no foreigner was near the place. eT ARG 

Such was the attitude of the Viceroy. He did mathias to 
prevent the riot. He did much to bring it on. The lower officials 
took their cue from him asa mutter of course. Having received 
no reply from the Viceroy, the Roman Catholic Bishop called on the 
Taotai ; but the Taotai refused to see him, and the Bishop was 
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roughly handled, and actually wounded, in front of the yamen. On 
the afternoon of the 28th, a placard was found posted in the south 
part of the city. It reads thus : ‘‘ Notice is hereby given that at pre- 
sent the foreign barbarians are hiring evil characters to steal small 
children that they may extract oil from them for their use. I have 
® servant named Li, who has personally seen thisdone. I, there- 
fore, exhort you good people not to allow your ehildren to go out. 
I hope you will act in accordance with this.’ The missionaries. 
‘sent a reliable man to the magistrate of Hwa Yang with one of 
the placards, asking for a proclamation refuting it, and praying 
for protection. In reply the* magistrate promised a proclamation 
in three-days, that is, he promised that a proclamation would be 
issued when the work of destruction was completed! It would 
seom that this same magistrate afterwards treated the mission- 
aries with much kindness while occupying his yamen as refugees. 
But that was, in my opinion, only part of the official plan. His 
subsequent kindness must be read in the light of his refusal to 
issue the proclamation. It was no part of the official plan to stop 
the riots, but it was part of the plan to try and make ij appear that 
the riots were mob riots, and not official rigis. Hence the 
kindness shown at. the Chengtu yamen, and, as I think, at all 
the other yamens alsqg. On the 29th, the second day of the 
riots, a proclamation was actually put out by the Chief of Police of 
Chengtu, a Hunan man and an expectant Taotai. But what was 
the character of if? It reads thus: ‘* At present we have obtained 
clear proof that the foreigners deceive and take small children. You 
soldiers and people must not be disturbed and flurried. When the 
cases are brought before us we will certainly not be lenient with 
them. ’’ if that proclamation was not intended to add fuel to the 
fire, it is difficult to imagine what it was intended for. 

Thus it is perfectly clear that the riots at Chengtu are to be 
ascribed to official influence, and mainly to the influence of the 
‘Viceroy. And the riots in-all other parts of the province are, I have 
no doubt, to be traced to the same source. The kindness of the 
officials at Chengty and elsewhere is no proof of the contrary. Nei- 
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trary. “ianed: I look upon the ae that no ee ave bee lost as 
a proof that the riots were of official orizin, and under official 
control. Had they been simply mob riots, lives would have 
been lost. The order seems to have been: : Destroy, but do not 
kal ; drive him out of the province, but do not take his life.” That 
was the qrder, and it has been obeyed. If we could get at the 
whole truth, we should find, I have no doubt, that there were yamen 
nen at every point of attack, directing, controlling, and keeping 
the mob within certain bounds. 7 _ 
Thus you have the mob in front; behind the mob you 
have the lower officials ; and behind the lower officials you have the 
Viceroy. If you ask me who is behind the Viceroy, I ean only say 
I do not know ; although I feel sure he is notalone. It is not at 
all likely that the Viceroy would signalize his supercession by put- 
ting a halter round his own neck. Did he not believe that his do- 
ings would be pleasing to another and a greater power than him- 
self, he would never have allowed the Chengtu riots to break out. 
‘If you ask why this manifestation of hostility at the pre- 
sent time, I can only give it as my opinion that it is to be ascribed 
to ( 1 ) The opening of the Upper Yangtse to steam navigation. ( 2) 
The rumour that Chengtu was to be opened as a treaty port. ( 3 ) 
The enforcement of the Berthemy convention, which gives the 
missionary the right to purchase land or lease property in the 
interior without previously consulting the local authorities, ‘This 
convention was concluded in 1865, between the Tsungli yamen and 
the French Minister, Borthemy. In 1871, the Tsungli yamen 
issued their famous circular, laying down the condition that the 
seller to missionaries must give the local functionaries previous 
notice of his intention to sell, and request their authorization. The 
objest of the regulation was to make it difficult, if not impossible, 
for missionaries ‘to purchase property in the interior. M. Gerard, 
the present French Minister, has unear thed the convention of 1865, 
and has succeeded in getting it re- enforced and published by the 
higher officials throughout the Empire. Nothing could be mre 
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distasteful to the provincial authorities than the re-enforcement of 
this convention. To the intensely anti-foreign Liu Ping-chang, the 
Viceroy of Szchuan, it must have been especially so. If you will 
read the proclamation issued by him in February last, to which I 
have already referred, in the light of this fact, you will have no 
qifficulty in accoynting for his action. That proclamation was 
issued at the very time M. Gerard was fighting this important 
battle with the Tsungli yamen, and the riots broke out immediately 
after the vietory had heen won. On the 2jst of May, the yamen, in 
its communication to M. Gerard, wrote thus: ‘ You request us to 
send orders to all the provinces that these pr oclampations be forthwith 
jssued. The yamen has sent a circular letter to all the proyinces, 
ordering that, under the seal of the Vieeroys “and Governoys, the 
Berthemy Convention with regard te the purchase of pr pperky by 
(Catholic missionaries be pr ‘ovlaimed forthwi th. B:sides, we gem ib 
gur duty to inform Your Excellency thereof by ‘lia present official 
reply.”’ This was written on the 21st of May ; the riots broke out 
on the 98th of the same month. 

It is high time that this oficial barbarism should come to 
an end, for it is nothing but barbarism pure and simple. It is high 
time that the Chinese Government should be made to feel that these 
things cannot be done with impunity. The people of China are not 
against us. But for the antiforeign spirit and policy of the official 
classes, there is no reason why we should not live in China with as 
much sense of safety as in any part of the world, Everything here 
depends on the officials. Where they are friendly, the people are 
quiet ; where they are inimical, the people are turbulent. But the 
conduct of the officials in the future will very much depend on the 
policy adopted by the Foreign Powers in the settlement of the Sz- 
chuan outrages. We have had riot after riot, and matters have 
been going from bad to worse. This is to be ascribed to the fact 
that not a single riot has received a satisfactory settlement. I be- 
lieve it is possible 80 to manage this Szchuan business as to make it 
impossible | that riots of this nature should ever occur again in 
China. Let England, France, and the United Statcs combine in 
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an enlightened and vigorous action with regard to the Szchuan 
outrages, and the thing will be done, and it will be done without 
firing a shot. 

If I were asked what is wanted in order to secure the peate 
of the future, I would say (1) We want a searching investigation irlto 
the cause or causes of the Szchuan riots, by acctedited officials; re- 
presenting each Government involved. (2) The Missions and the 
Missionaries should be fully indemnified, and the indémnity should 
not be limited to the actual cost of the things destroyed. ‘The time 
expended by the missionaries in superintending buildings, for instance, 
should be taken into account. (8) The missionaries should be reinstated 
with official recognition at all the places from which they have. been 
ejected. (4) The guilty parties, whatever their rank, should be brought 
to justice, and adequately dealt with. (5) The right of missionaries to 
reside in the interior should be placed on clearly defined Treaty basis, 
and made known by Imperial Proclamation throughout all parts of the 
kmpire. (6) We want one thing more if we would put miatters on a 
thoroughly sound footing. Chengtu in Szchuan, and Siangtan in Hunan, 
should be opened as Treaty ports. The right, so far as Siangtan 
ix concerned, was waived by thé Japanese. Let it be revived, and 
let Consuls be stationed at both places. To open Chengtu, on the 
back of the riots, would teach the Chinese a lesson such as they would 
not easily forget, and to open Siangtan, which would mean practically 
the opening of Hunan, would do more towards the breaking down of the 
pride, prejudice, and exclusiveness of the Chinese in these parts than 
anything else could. Whatever may be said as to the desirability of 
opening Chengtu, there can be no doubt abont the importance of 
taking immediate action with regard to Hunan. Hunan is a perpetual 
menace. It is the very fountain of the poisonous literature which has 
done so much mischief in so many of the provinces. The fact that 
the foreigner is excluded from Hunan is ever quoted as a reason why 
he should be excluded from all the provinces. In the midst of the 
Chengtu riots, a Hunan man_was heard shouting at the pitch of his 
voice, * Drive the Foreign Devils out; we do not tolerate them in 


Hanan.” The Chief of Police at Chenetn, who issued the infamaus 
proclamation to which I have already called attention, is a Hunan 
man. In the interest of China, as well as in our own interest, I 
earnestly hope and pray that our Ministers at Peking will turn their 
attention to Hunan. Whilst Hunan is allowed to maintain its present 
state of isolation and seclusion, we ghall never be safe in this Valley. 
Shall we be safe anywhere ? 

This is what we want. Let the Szchuan outrage be taken 
in hand and put through in a perfectly satisfactory manner, and there 
will be an end to these terrible riots in China. We, who meet here 
this mornitig, ate deeply concerned in the well-being of this great peo- 
ple ; and our chief aim in meeting on this occasion is to do what lies 
in our power to prendéte it. In the name of our common humanity, 
as well as for the sake of our common interests, we call upon 
Kngland, France; and the United States of America to combine 
their influence at this time, and bring the present disgraceful and 
perilous state of things to a close. 

The Chairman then called upon the Rey. J. S, Adams to 
move the first Peesolution which he did as follows : — 


T..e Missionaries resident in Hankow and the neighbouring cities hereby express to their 
Szchnan Brethren their deep sympathy with them in the trials through which they have 
becn called to pass on account of the late riots, and assure them of their frequent prayer that 
the things which have happened to them may fall out rather to the furtherance of the 
Gospel. 

{It will not be recessary for me to make a long speech in 
moving this resolitidén. We have all, during the last few weeks, 
felt deeply moved by the story of the sufferings of our dear brothers 
and sisters in the West. We are one with them in purposo. Our 
aim in life is the sanie. We recognize the fact that they are fight- 
ing our battles, We share their victories, and their defeats. We 
thei can sincerely offer our deep and affectionate sympathy in these 
trials which have overtaken them, It must be hard, indeed, to see the 
work of years swept away in a night, to have the pain of finding 
foes instead of friends, the loss of one’s little all, the danger to 
lifé,-and ‘anxiety about those near and dear, fears for valued 
hative converts,. left to face. the storm alone,—all these things, 
and many others, make these trials very severe indeed. We rejoiee, 
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that, so far as we know, no lives have been lost ; this is a matter for 
grat thankfuluess. Tlrese riots, however, will not be without their 
victims. We laid two little children in the grave last week, who, 
humanly speaking, would have been alive and well had they remain- 
ed unmolested in their quiet home in Szchuan. Standing on the deck 
of the “* Chang Wo” the other day, we felt very sad to see the con- 
dition of the women and little children and felt convinced that some 
of those present would not return to China, 

To my mind it was very beautiful to see the patient spirit 
with which our friends bore their trials and discomforts. No; a 
word of complaint, not a thought of anger or revenge, but a joy- 
ful note of praise to God for His protecting-care. There was a 
strong faith that all these things are to work out great blessing for 
Szchnan. There was also present in their minds a firm couvic- 
tion that the province from which they have been expelled is the 
beat in China, and they would all vladly return tomorrow. 

In closing, I would like to mention that friends, both in- 
side and outside the missionary circle, have shown much kindness. 
As one upon whom soms share of the pleasant duty of hospitality 
fell, I can confidently say thas Hankow woald gladly have enter- 
tained a much jlarger number. Our friends spoke gratefully 
of the kintugsa reesivel f:2m the officers of tha Ichang 
steam2rzs. Muy our dear friends, like the patriarch Joseph, be able 
to say, ** God hath made m9 fruitful in the land of my affliction.” 
In that province whare they hava suffer sd so much, may they have 
abandant cxisa for tej icing over many souls brouglit to Jesus ! 

Tha Rov, S. RB. Holga, M, B.C. S. etc, lartily see mded 
the Rosolatio:, and was espagially glal to do so as he had no. b en 
als to do anything, par: orally, towirds helping the sufferers who 
lid 9a33e] thtoagh Hankow. Living away at a long distalce 
fro: the steaniers, he and his colleagues were often denied the op- 
portunity of showing tha: hospitality which they would be only too 
pleased to offer, and they sometimas envied others this privilege, 
H2 had been deeply stirzed by tho addresses of some of tlre refugee 
brethren from Szchuan at the last monthly praycr meeting. The 
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siories of their csevpe from the numterless dangers which kecct 
them were most wonderful. Many would look upon such stcries es 
merely a series of lucky incidents ; 10 himself they appeared 2s un 
evidence of the providential care of Ged over His children in ihe 
hour of danger, and truly the hand of God could be seen prctecting 
them from all the perils, by the way. 

Ile was gla.l to sesond this Rasolution because their own 
Wesleyan Mission had been called to pass through similar trials in 
18)1. From the exparience gained in connection with their own 
irials, he was convinced that Mr. A lams d. id 1.0t state tLe case tuo 
strougly when he said that we lave not seen tlie éud of the 'z- 
cian troables, for ho believed that many of those mis iondries, 
aul esjesially their wives, who had passed throuSh the intciise 
anxiety of tliese riots would uever be in Lealtli aiid gtreigth wliat 
they were before. Aftei the riots at Wusueh, in 1891, the Viceroy 
wished hin to give a certificate as to the injuries received Ly 
ta sifecors in thot rigs, bas this la refused ty do for he kuew 
thut time ao2z co 11 reveal te serioasness, or Cthewist; of the 
Shosx wuich they had received. His caution at that time has been 
filly jistified vy the sayseqrent history of those who then suffered, 
aud it woull be th: sta? ia the prossas instanse. It was 
not 99 mach t) affi-an; tha; ia the punies which have passed turougu 
Hankow were some whose ca-cer in China has bceu cut shcrt by tle 
edect upon their uervous system cf the strain through which they 
have passed,—nor was it too stroug a thing to BiLy that the deaths 
of the two childron were peovably Groughs about, ind.eetly, by 
tha sum. causa. HH» felt it right to say this macn, but uo one 
would rejoica moro than himself if his fours should ev utually 
‘prove to be unfounded. 

This Resolation havine been passed, the Chairman called 
upon the Rev. David Hill to move the second Resoluticn. 

The Rev. David Hill said: The Resolution TE kave to 
propose reads as follows —_— | 


WHUREAS ee many year ‘S past, numerous mand extensive Hots ‘Lave occurred in many 
parts > 4 Caina, directed against niissionaries aad otite: : foreigners, whereby’ serious ‘dum age 
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has be2n done to hea'th an1 property, in some cases lives even Faw'ng heen taken, while no 
efectual measr res have thus far been adopted for the prevention of.these o1 tl rcaks :and,— 

Whereas f reign property has la'ely been destrored on an unprec2denied scale both in 
Cenztu. the provincial cay ital, and ‘n cthor cities of the Szchvan Proviree, (where hitherto 
the people have a'ways man‘fested an excey tiona‘ly quiet and friendJy spirit,) thus breat irig 
not n33 of mez m’s3id ar 23, 271 inserrapting for a1 inzeinite perio. important mis- 
sionary work ; anl,— 

W iereas tire prio lical ortheaa'ss have heen frequently eed, and illfeeline has 
been continnensly forented, bv the wide cireu'aticn of Llasphemous and calumnious 
literature, which has cmerated chicfiv frem ike prev'ner ef Evran— 

We venture most respretinlty to vreerren ye Ministers are Rerreg‘ntatives cf ike 
Go-vernments concerne’ the f Irw'ne sreeesticns f-» the'r eorsiceration :— . 

(AY Tia a sea ng nvastication ‘n'a the Sachnan riots be un letaken by accrelited 
oi a"3, rea°33en ins eac of the goverim. nts ia Ived ; that tuis invesiization be conducted 
as Caanyta, the phic? wauere the trouble commenced; anil that cna missionary, ‘at! least, cf 
ca: m 33fon involved, should be present a4 the investiveti_n 

(U) That the mi:sicnar’es ani the missicns shovl.i Le fully incemn‘fied fcr their Icescs. 
The inlemni_.y shoul] not !¢2 mite. to the act: al cost cf the things ce troy ed. . 

(¢) Tart the missionaries should be reing.at.d with official recogn: lich at all the places 
from which they have been ee: tet. : 

(1) That in devling wits thos c‘hninally e-n-erned ‘n the rots, W ether by perscnal 
iny‘igation, cul: able ncg'ect, or actual vicle ce, strict impart ality thet Me preserved, irre. 
spective of r nk or pcs ticr, 

(2) Taat the rish of missi- na ‘i2s to reside ‘n fae interi r be placed on a cloa:ly dedined 
trza‘y basis, and that this rig’ should ve m1112 kaova by as n52-ial Peovla nation throurhout 
all parts of the Fm: ire. 

Ant, inallitioa to the adov gf, WW sult siate th nat, in our opin’on, as long as the pro- 
y'nee of Hunan is allowed to ma‘nta‘n i Ss p-esent co: id! tion cf isolation and excinsiveness, it 
is likely that anti-foreig n r‘ots will continue ; and we would respecifu'ly sugrest that-no step 
is be ‘er calculated to bring thes riots ta an e.11, ani to ensure peace in the future, than the 
Opening of that important province. , 


This Resolution is one of serions import. It brings us 
fico to fase wich groat questions of nutionel rizhteusness, and a3- 
818 that th ra are ocewions when bolies of C’1r'sii um men, in sat 
collactive capacity, are called upon to take united action in endea- 
vouring to restify the wronys of theiz fellow me. In that I thaiate 
we shall all agzze. | 

Tie question then arivcs: Is tlis sue! an occasion ? Are 
ve jastified at the present time in. $9 dealing with the Szchuan 
Y-o3s? Referenze is made in thio preamble to my Resolution to pre- 
yi013 outbreaks, in some of wich at least no such action was taken. 
Wherein then is the difference? Two reasons may be found in the 
papa rl have ro.d. Que, tat as fur as the desiraction of property 
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is concerned, things have been going on from bad to worse. The 
other, that in tle case before us we have to deal with rioting on an 
unprdgedanted seale—rioting more widespread, more fally organized, 
and, as far as. we can judge, more under off sial sanction than ary 
previous outbreaks. Of tho widespread character of these ricts I 
ne3d hirlly guy a word. It is known to youall, it is known to the 
world. Protestant anal Romi Catholic alike have suffered. .One 
city after another las been rioted until the number now runs into 
the teens. Thot this movement has been more fully oryaniacd seems 
to follow from. the fact of its widespread charazter. Step by step 
the rioters have prosezded; city after city, in orderly snecession, 
has been visited. Thatit is wader official sanction, or with official 
connivanse, I have githered fram the unvarnished statements of 
the three Missionaries who have related to us their experienges, as 
rall as from the Reports I have read in the North China Daily Neus. 
Ths statement of the case as given by the Chairman of this meet- 
‘ing strongly confirms this view, * - . 


Such being the case, the whole movement is ithed oat of 
merely local, individual, and personal bearings. 
it partakes in a measure of a national movement, and I 
must ednfess that when I heard of its wide spread character I felt 
considara bly relieved. | For we all know how in individual’ cases’ 
some hasty word or unwise action may bring on unexpected trouble, 
and then be taken hold of as causing, or even warranting, a riot, but 
when a dozen cities one after the other are visited, houses pillaged 
and proparty destroyed, the most natural conclusion we can draw 
is that there cannot in every case have been the hasty action or the 
unwise utterances, bat that the rioting is carried out of set purpose. 
When we ald to tliat the fact that in the very midst of it an official 
‘proslamation i is issued aff: ‘m‘ng the truth of those vile and calum- 
nioas reports | which have been spread abroad, the whole. movement 
-partakes. of a general and on? might almost SAY: semi-national 
‘character, | Here then, I say, is ‘tho differance between the ‘present 
and the former riots. with which we have had to-do. 
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We are dealing today with rioting on at unprecedented 
seale, and the question arises whether, on the ground of a common 
hamnity, itrespessive of nationality, we are not called upon to 
prosest against ramoins r wdyi ism under offizial sanction. 

Life it i: triehas bean spared, anid i in this we may draw 
a di: stinasion dabwa3n t23 Sishaan riots andthe Armenian ptrocities; 
bud, thoi) lifszing in Tazzae, thera are points common ta both ; 
and as in that case joint action has been taken by the Powers to 
prevant a resarrence of those. scenes of n31d disorder, today we seek 
by rightsous dealin y and just government to prevent !h> repetition 
of t12 Sagtia pevsesations, Farmy own put I have classed these 
oubbravks with the kid.voot: 1g of slaves, and as i2 this matter the 
Powarsa hive determina to seiz2 a Slava Dhow wlerever it is seen, 
so let Caristian Nations combine to suppress the mad rioting such 
as Szechuan has witnossed. 

We are provosing to bring our suggestions before the 
‘Ministers concerned. This may, or may no’,. be the best method to 
accomplish the end desired, I had myself formed a different 
plan, bus wiser men than I deem this the m: st effective; and it 
will I trust at any rate strengthen the hands of those who are 
seeliing to put matters right, It is no light or easy matter to 
accomplish, but it does offer to Christian Governments gne of the 
best opportunities of teaching righteousness to the Chinese Govern. 
ment, and we all know that until that lesgon is learnt, China can 
“never ‘be great or free. 

That China needs such a lesson, those who have had to 
d) with tho riots of thy past have basn taughi only tgo plainly. 
One of tha most pvinful ex aries ves Thal in conneetion with the 

~Wasaeh riot was ths conviction foreed upon ma that in negotiating 
a sattlem a4 of ta 6133, te repr33 sentative of the Vicoray was seek- 
‘ing Wow little he coull cede to the Foraigazr, rather than what it 
Wis right ta d>. Rightsoasnes3 seom3 3d a secondary consideration. 
Whoa tharofore an op o-sanity, like tha presen Occurs, it seems to 
“bs oar bounden duty, as a body of Christian men, to do what in us 
lies to hold up the hamds of those who are contending for the right, 
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Ant I hava evar fori), in th listts exsvience I have Ind, that 
British QHsials have faithfully and determinately stood out for right 
an Lrighteousnass, and now t}iat go serious and widespread a move- 
men‘, as Szchnan records, offers to thege in yowcr an cyportunity 
to preach this lesson to the Gove:nment of China, we do well to aid 
them by all proper m2an3 within oar power, and therefore I move 
the Resolution. 

The Resolution was seconded by the Rev. Arthur Bonsey, 
who said :— To my mind, mnch force isadded to this Resolution 
by the fagt that it has been moved hy cne so well Lnown 
throughout China, and at liome, for his stndied moderaticn and 
Jiumane vieys, We are met this morning to disenss, as calmly 
and dispassionately as possible, 9 crestiin cf sital impcitance to 
ourselves and t9 the werk in which we areall engaged. But this 
qnestion is larger and far more imycitent ten ig it affects merely 
ourselves and the interests of our work, for it deals with thie integrity 
of the Crinjese of sial el usses in their relation to foreigners gener- 
ally. It is a question which gcep to the very root of all intercourse, 
sociul, diplomatic, commercial, and missionary, between China 
antl abje: nesigus. China regards herself, and wishes to be 
rezurlal by others, as a civilized Pywar. This Resolution points 
out that in order ts be 69 regarded, she inust not only undertake to 
protest frown i injury and ingult all foreigners who, for lawful pur- 
poxes, dwell within her boy Jers, but that she must honestly and 
sincerely fulfil this ws: dertal i ine. Those are, in reality, the best 
f iends gf China who compel her fo fulfil all legitimate obligations. 

Quix bre: Jiven in Szchuan have not had to suffer because 
of their faith. It is not as martyrs to the cause of Christ that they 
haye @ been ho. mde 21 ont of their homes, to wander from place to 
pl we amid perils and trials which have harrowed all our hearts 
ait called forth our deepest sympathy, This series of outbreaks, 
cavefully planned, as it seems to us, by persons cf influence and 
autyority, was occasioned simply y by the fact. that the persecuted 
folk were foreigners — barbarians. 


Ii, indced, tuis persecutioa had come upon our brethren 
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solely on account cf tie’r Christian faith, itis nct Hhely thet we 
soul] have met here to-cay to pass such a Pi soluticn as this; 1.er 
would they have wished it. The case. however, is of an entirely 
diffarent uature, and I, for one; feel that v.e are not cily justified in 
passing this Resdlatidn, but that the present state of things in 
China urgently calls for just sich & strong expression of our united 
Opinion as it contains, Moreover, is this opinion is the result cf 
muh observation, and cf a wide experience of (hincee life aud 
manuers, it should, we think, be of some service to tliose who 
are endeavouring to solve the prollcin ef these anti-forcign 1icts. 

We donot in any wav séék révengé, but only that simple 
jaticé which no truly elvilized comitry cah witheld, and which 
civilized Powets caunct, for leg; allcw Ices civiliccd Towers to 
outbage, as, for instines, hi these ulijustifiable attacks on defenccless 
an lawabiding foreigners in Szshnan. We are not asking fot 
extriordinary favours, but unly for that ra‘ety of perscn and 110- 
petty which China professes that she is able and willing to 
guuratitee to all foreigners who sujeuin within Wer tertitery. My 
owl éxperience coirespones with that cf ovbels who lave syclen, 
that the masses of the péople aré fiieud! y to fdreigners, so long as 
they are left t6 themselves. So far'ns the people are conceined 
evovytliing depends ujoa tha atittde of the officials. In past 
riots it has freqiently happened that only the subordinately 
guilty, and even innocent people, have been punishel, while 
the principals live escaped. We Cesire, in the interest of 
China herself, that no such tiiscarr‘age of justice shall occur this 
time. 

Too much stress curket Le Ind cn the cleuee Which ceals 
with the opening of Hanan. We are persiaded that in this lies tlre 
peaceful solution of most of our difiicultics, I have 110 doubt 
that to the mind of the HHunanese, distanee dcés, indeed, lend 
enchantment to their view of foreigners. But all the. anti-foreign 
litaratare which emnates from that pzovines goes to prove that 
the foreigner hated and abhorred in Hunan is not the real article, 
‘but a malignant, cruel, and horrid mouster, a huge distortion 
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‘eausad by tlic haz4 of ignoranc2 ani th activity of foul imagin- 
ations. It is at our peril, it 1s at the peril of tle peace of the Valley 
of the Yangtse; tliat this province is ail wéd to réniain closed, a 
prey to such gross aiid dangerous superstitions. Let Hunan be 
opened, and let the lives of foreigners in that province be securely 
guarded, and in a short time not only will Hunan becone qu et, 
but a disturbing element will be annihilated, which, at present, is 
@ constant m2n1z2 to th: poaze of other purts of the Empire. 
The third Resolution was moved by Mr. Archibald. It was: 


Tha’ copies of the !a3t R2salusion be sent to the M’nisters, and other Representatives of 
the Governments concerned, and also to the Secretaries cf our respective Sccieties. 


| I regard it as a grave reproach to the Foreign Powers 
that these riots have been allowed to go on year after year, without 
any effectual steps be-iiy taken to bring them toanend. It is sim- 
ply heart-breaking to think of the valuable lives which have been 
sacrificéd, tle immense amount of property destroyed, and the 1u- 
nerous friends whose health has been ruined and careers blasted, all 
because the Powers decline to show a little earnestuess in dealing 
with this matter. With the Chrirman I am satisfied that there is 
probably no necessity to fire a shot, if only some Power would put 
its foot Gown and say it would stand this thing no longer. I am 
glad this meeting has been held, and that we are to bring our 
views under the notice of the Ministers, who I believe will be pleased 
to-get them, a3 they will greatly strengthen their hands. It is also 
will to seud them to the Secretaries of the various Missionary 
Societies, wlio could do o great deal at home to secure that atten- 
tion is paid to the riots this time. But, while collectively we are 
taking this action, I wish to remind all that there is a gieat deal 
which eac can do ialividually. There is no need to say that it 
ought ‘to ba a mu.ter of coustaut prayer with us all that these trou- 
bles may speelily cease. Bat in préportion as we pray so ought 
wealso to work. At jrescnt what is most needed is to try to 
edlighten aud influence public. opinion. This can. be done by cor- 
Yespondence ;.by writing to the Press—and Iam glad to say that 
the Press in China is always ready to receive and emphasize com- 
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maniertions beaviug on this subject—and also by the eireulation 
cf suitable literature. J am glad to know that the proceedings of 
the present meeting will be printed in full. and in addition to what 
oy be done by the Committee, [ hope each one present will 
make a puinl to give them a wide circulation. 

The Rev, Martin mkyall, in seconding the Resolution, said: 
t do so with the greater pleasure because I can from personal ex- 
perience bear witness to the much more friendly character of the 
Szehuan people, as compared with the Chinese of other parts. Per- 
sonally, | have no ditheulty in appealing to Governments for aid in 
such a inatter as this, for surely if it is right to try and get them 
to help in delivering China from the eurse of the opium trade, still 
amore is it right to stir them up to put an end to these riots, which 
are the cause of such untold harn to natives as well as to foreigners. 
| hope we shall ‘persevere, and if need be make effort after effort 
till the end we aim at is attamed, 

The Rev. I’. Bramfitt, Dr. Gillison, Mr. Milward and 
Vr. W. G. Terrell also spoke in support of the various Resolutions. 
Having appointed the Rev. Griffith John, D. D., the Rev. David 
Hill, the Rey. Joseph S. Adams, and Mr. John Archibald as 
2. Comittee, with the Rev. A. Bonsey as Secretary, to take further 
ehiirge of the matter, the meeting was brought to a close. | 





